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In 1614, the same year that Cosimo's severe illness oc-
curred, the first death took place among the eight brotheis
and sisters Francesco, who had taken up a military caieer,
and had been nominated to the command of the aimy, died at
Pisa in December at the age of twenty. In his poilrait in the
Uffizi Gallety he wears a very splendid dress, consisting of a
coat of mail with lace collar and ruffles, the peculiar wide
padded breeches of the time, piofusely embioidered in led
and gold, and long scarlet-coloured stockings In his hand
he holds the baton denoting his command of the army. It is
curious to note that on the table by his side he is given a
jewelled coronet, having round it the Florentine lily repeated
five or six times, as worn by the younger brothers and sons
of the Grand Duke; this being the first time that this feature
appears 22

Three years later, in December 1617, Cosimo's eldest
sister, Eleonora, died, at the age of twenty-six. She had been
engaged to Philip III of Spain, but he broke off the engage-
ment, and it is stated that Eleonora died of a broken hear*
in consequence. In her portrait in the Uffizi Gallery she wears
a jewelled coronet, a high ruff, and a very handsome dress
with long open sleeves, though the full padded skiit has
the effect of making her look very short.23 Earlier in the same
year Cosimo's second sister, Caterina, then twenty-four, was
married to Ferdinand Gonzaga, Duke of Mantua. On being
left a widow in 1626 she returned to Tuscany, and was made
Governor of Siena, dying there of small-pox in 1629, at the
age of thirty-six, with a reputation for great piety.-* Caterina*s
portrait and that of her sister Claudia, as well as others in
the Pitti Gallery of Cosimo's brothers, show what a strong
family likeness existed between all these brothers and sisters,
all of them having the same peculiar nose and mouth (un-
pleasing, but showing much character) which we see in
Cosimo's portrait, and which they evidently inherited from
their mother, Christine of Lorraine And it is remarkable
tc notice that this feature appears again in yet a third genera-